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The 
Lesbian 
Book 
Club 


by Kim Thorsen 


a moved to Edmonton almost three 
f years ago. I wanted to meet some 
people—I worked for a small pub- 
lishing company and didn’t really know 
anyone here. I kept thinking about 
starting a book club. Of course, by the 
time I actually got around to starting 
the book club, I had lived here for about 
two years! 

As a child I was addicted to books. 
My mom was the librarian of the little 
village library in the region—it was open 
two half-days a week. I would go after 
school and help her. Special privileges of 
being the librarian’s daughter included 
being allowed to borrow more than the 
maximum number of books at once—I 
often took home bags of books to read. 
In between my Judy Blumes and Nancy 
Drews, I would steal the books from my 
mom’s nightstand too—Danielle Steele, 
The Thorn Birds, etc. The subject matter 
wasn’t really important to me—I just 
read and read. 

Some of my favourite books of all 
time include When Fox is a Thousand 
by Larissa Lai, For the Time Being by 
Annie Dillard, and The Bone People by 
Keri Hulme. The lesbian book club, of 
course, only reads fiction written by les- 
bians. This is really our only criterion 
for adding a book to our reading list, 
although we do make a concerted effort 
to touch on a variety of genres, and to 
read a diversity of authors. In the last 
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year, we have read such titles as the 
extremely popular Fingersmith by Sarah 
Waters, bio-fiction works like The 
Chelsea Whistle by Michelle Tea, and 
this month we’re reading the first lesbian 
novel from Mexico—The Tiwo Mujeres 
by Sara Levi Calderon. One of our high- 
lights was having Shani Mootoo join 
us for our discussion of Cereus Blooms 
at Night! 

My partner kids me, calling us the 
book nerds. You might be wondering, 
do the book nerds read twenty-four 
hours a day and does the book discus- 
sion go something like it did in your 
Feminist Critical Theory of Literature 
by Women class? Well, no, not really. 
To be honest, the very first month of 
the book club, I didn’t get beyond page 
eleven of the book! I like to think it set 
the tone of casual fun that we generally 
keep during our discussions! 


The following is the schedule: 

APRIL 

Helms, Kristie. Dish it up, Baby! 
MAY 

Kwa, Lydia. This Place Called Absence 

JUNE 

Gibb, Camilla. The Petty Details 

of So-and-so’s Life 


To find out when and where the 
book club meets, contact Kim Thorsen 
at tree_dream@yahoo.ca ¥ 
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VWVOMONSPAaCce IS 
beginning to plan 
our Pide week 
community-based 
dance. Were 
looking for groups 
who are interested 
in participating in 
putting on the 
dance, Email 
Jaimie at 
yclem@telus. net 
lor inquines. 


Are you 4 card-carrying member of Womonspace? If so, 

thank you! Your membership fees just cover the cost of 

mailing the newsletter to your home. However, the cost of 
designing and printing womonspace Is funded almost 
completely by our revenue from dances. Over the last year, our 
dance revenues have been decreasing. As a result, we've been 
forced to decrease the number of newsletters we print, and 
our distribution of free newsletters around town is now limited 
to five establishments (Auarey’s Books, B & D Emporium, 
GLCCE, Prism and the Roost) and our monthly dances. We're 
going to be charging $71 per copy for the newsletter at the 
dances to recoup some of the expenses of producing the 
newsletter. Please consider becoming a member and helping 
to support the continuation of womonspace. It’s easy (just fill 


out the form on the back inside cover of this issue) and the 


cost Is very reasonable. 


table and say hello on April 2 at the U of A and April 3 at the 
Unitarian Church downtown (see page 4 for details). 


Community news 


Gay and Lesbian Centre Closes 


courtesy of edmonton.chc.ca 


he city’s Gay and Lesbian 
f Centre is closing its doors, after 
years of struggling to raise 
money and find volunteers. But board 
co-chairperson Roz Ostendorf says a 
new centre, which will include trans- 
sexuals, the trans-gendered and other 
groups, Is likely to open. 

“I’m very, very convinced that some- 
thing will definitely rise out of the ashes, 
and probably something for this century 
and for the needs of the community 


and its stands,” she said. She said the 
centre’s telephone support line and 
website will likely continue to operate. 

The centre, which provided space for 
drop-ins and group meetings at Jasper 
Avenue and 106 Street, had been 
refused charitable status, which limited 
its fundraising ability. Ostendorf says 
there was also no consistency to the 
government grants it received, which 
eroded the volunteer base. The decision 
to close the 30-year-old centre was made 
at its annual general meeting Thursday, 
March 11.¥ 
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What's up in april 


friday, april 2, 6 to 9 pm 
Diversity Conferences of Alberta: 
Embracing Spirituality, Embracing 
Sexuality. Education Building South, 
Rm, 129, U of A campus. 
6 pm 
Art Installation and Resource Displays 
7pm 
Welcome and Keynote Dr. Larry 
Graham - Relational Justice and the 
Sinned Against 


saturday, april 3, 8:30 am to 5 pm 
Unitarian Church, 12530 - 110 Ave. 
8:30 am 
Registration & Refreshments 
9:30 am 
Opening Rituals 
10 am 
Erotic Awakening To Divine 
Goodness, Dr. Graham 
Youth resilience: being seen and being 
heard, Dr. André Gagne and Kris Wells 
Ipm 
Is there a GLBT God?, Brian Kiely 
and Pam Willerton 
Youth resilience continued 
Nurturing the Spirit of Relationships, 
Deborah Deeter 
Breaking Out (when a child breaks the 
silence), Dr Kevin Alderson 
3pm 
Sexuality/Spirituality, Hand to Hand, 
Heart to Heart, Lyle Millang 
Youth resilience continued 


Nurturing the Spirit of the Dying, 
Dr. Lynda Phillips and Bernadette 
Madrovsky 
Affirmation Journal Writing, 
Rev. Audrey Brooks 


monday, april 12, 7 pm 
Town Hall meeting with interim 
GLCCE board. Edmonton City Hall, 
Heritage Room. 


saturday, april 17, 9 pm to 1am 
Womonspace Babe Auction and Dance. 
Start saving your cash to buy one of 
our Board members for the night and 
help raise money to keep Womonspace 
operations afloat. Special appearance by 
Trailer Trash Barbie. Westmount Hall, 
10970 - 127 St., $5/members (with 
card), $10/non-members. Call 482-1794 
to volunteer. 


april 30 to may 3, 9:30 pm 
Secret Things. Sandrine and Nathalie 
meet while being fired from a strip club 
and soon they dare each other into a 
lesbian affair. They decide to make their 
new sexual exploits work for them, 
getting office jobs and sleeping their 
way up the corporate ladder. In French 
with subtitles. Metro Cinema in the 
Citadel Theatre. Call 425-9212. 


For Edmonton Women’s April event, 
call Tracey at 619-9723 for details. 
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Community news 


he Diversity Conferences 

C: Alberta Society 

DCAS) works for the 

elimination of systemic dis- 

crimination based on sexual 

orientation and gender iden- 

tity. Discrimination of this sort denies 

many Albertans their human rights, 

dignity, respect and a place of welcome 
and acceptance. 

DCAS, a grassroots organization, 
was founded by Evelyn and Bert Frey, 
an engaging retired couple who gathered 
together a diverse group of people of all 
sexual orientations and gender identities 
concerned by the homophobia and prej- 
udice so prevalent in Alberta. As DCAS 
grows, It aims to promote, procure, and 
produce educational activities and 
resource materials to illuminate the 
humanity and spirituality of gay, les- 
bian, bisexual, and transgendered 
people. Interested folks are welcome to 
contact the Frey’s at (780) 433-5034 or 
bertev@telusplanet.net. 

As an organization founded by a 
diverse group of people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities, and 
of various faith backgrounds, DCAS 
addresses these concerns as realities of 
human life that deserve the attention of 
our secular and faith communities. 

DCAS’s upcoming biannual con- 
ference, Nurturing Our Spirit, will be 


Diversity Conferences of Alberta 


held the evening of April 2 and all day 
April 3. There is free admission to the 
events on Friday night, which will start 
with resource displays and LGBT- 
identifying youth showing their Art. 
Then Dr. Larry Graham will be 
providing the keynote address on 
Relational Justice and the Sinned 
Against, followed by a reception. 
Dr. Graham’s recent book is titled, 
Discovering Images of God: Narratives 
of Care with Lesbians and Gays. All of 
Friday’s events take place in Room 129 
of the Education Building South on the 
University of Alberta campus. 

A full day is planned for Saturday 
at the Unitarian Church, 12530-110 
Avenue. The cost for the Saturday con- 
ference is $20, or $10 for student/senior/ 
low income (but nobody will be turned 
away due to lack of funds). The day 
begins at 8:30 AM with registration and 
refreshments. There are several sessions 
throughout the day, including: Erotic 
Awakening To Divine Goodness; Youth 
resilience: being seen and being heard; 
Is there a GLBT God; Nurturing the 
Spirit of Relationships; Breaking Out 
(when a child breaks the silence); 
Sexuality/Spirituality: Hand to Hand, 
Heart to Heart; Nurturing the Spirit of 
the Dying; and Affirmation Journal 
Writing. The evening ends at 5 PM with 
a closing ritual.¥ 


For more information, visit 


www. ualberta.ca/~cbidwell/DCAS/dcasco04.htm 


and look in our What’s Happening listings on page 3. 
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www.prideedmonton.org 


Edmonton’s GLBT 
History Display 
dune 17-26, 2004 
Also Edmonton’s GLBT 
pioneers past & present 


2004 Pride Awards 
Friday, JUNE 18, 2004 
To kick off Pride Week 


Edmonton’s Gentennial 


Pride Parade 
Saturday, JUNE 19, 2004 


2004 Unity Dance 
coordinated by Womonspace 
After Parade Beer Gardens Saturday, JUNE 19, 2004 
On Stage Entertainment y 

Children’s Activities Edmonton Vocal Minority 
Pride Concert 


ERBA* Business Fair Date & Time: TBA 


“Edmonton Rainbow Business Association 


2004 Pride Dance 


Queer Theatre Festival 


Pancake Birthday Brunch 
And Penny Carnival 
DATE & TIME: TBA 


A traditional Ajberta style 
“Pancake Breakfast” 
at Gay Standard Time! 
This is an event for the whole family! 


VOLUNTEERS are NEEDED!! 
PIONEERING PRIDE 2004 - don’t miss the chance to be part of it! 
E-mail Lance: volunteers@prideedmonton.org 


NEXT GENERAL MEETING: June 9 @ 7 PM (#45, 9912-106 St) 


SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES AND AD RATES 
NOW AVAILABLE: info@prideedmonton.org 


NOMINATE someone for a PRIDE AWARD! 


Want a table at the ERBA Business Fair 
Contact Neil at nchamney@telusplanet.net OR Bill at 422-6207 


June 18 - 27, 2004 
PIONEERING PRIDE 


Celebrating Edmonton’s Centennial 
& Showcasing Edmonton’s GLBT History 


A series of short Queer 
themed productions 
{interested in bringing a production 
to stage...contact Pride) 


and the 
Pride Marketplace 


JUNE 26, 2004 
at the Polish Hall 


AND MANY OTHER 
EVENTS THROUGHOUT 
THE WEEK 
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Community news 


Relationship Breakdown: 
The Kids 


by Julie C. Lloyd 


hen a relationship breaks 
| down, will one partner be 
financially responsible for the 
children of the other? Well, there are 
some circumstances that are pretty clear- 
cut. Clearly, biological and adoptive 
parents of children will have ongoing 
financial obligation for children whether 
the relationship with the other parent 
breaks down or not. 

Second, should partners marry (and 
we can by traveling to B.C. or Ontario, 
getting the license and having a cere- 
mony) then it would seem that the 
Divorce Act applies. In this case, the 
obligation for child support arises from 
the marriage relationship and not the 
legal status that one or another parent 
might have in relation to the children. 
Child support is payable in circumstances 
where a parent, though not a parent by 
biology or adoption, has “stood in the 
place of a parent” for a period of time. 
Should such a pattern of conduct be 
established, then support is payable. 

For now, things are a little less clear 
for non-married relationships. Presently, 
there does not appear to be a clear and 
easy mechanism to obtain an order for 
child support to be paid by a non- 
biological or non-adoptive parent. The 
problem is those support obligations 
arise through a legal relationship with 
a child or by virtue of a marriage rela- 
tionship. If neither exists, we have a 


problem. This omission is silly and 
unfair and would appear to be a clear 
violation of the Charter. 

This current problem thankfully is 
on its way to being solved. A new piece 
of legislation has been introduced in 
Alberta. The Family Law Act has yet to 
become law, but is expected to be put 
in place soon. This Act will direct that 
child support is payable by a common 
law partner who has no formal legal 
relationship to a child, if this partner 
has “stood in the place of a parent” 
during the relationship. 

Where there are children involved, 
couples might be well served to sit down 
and talk about what their expectations 
are should the relationship break down. 
While the law will not let one contract 
out of an obligation to support a child, 
an agreement might help a couple create 
some clarity in situations involving kids, 
clarity that would help people avoid 
problems, disagreements and court 
rooms in the future. 

That is my short little trip through 
the issue of child support. Next time, I 
will write about property. Stay tuned.¥ 
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starts 
the first Wednesday in May 


WANNA PLAY?? 


Contact Tina at 423-9925 
or fixitina@shaw.ca 


It’s Just Around The Corner 


by Tina Taylor 


a have a temperature rule about 
f clothing. If it is 11° Celsius, it is 
time to wear shorts. It is also, in my 
opinion, the perfect temperature to play 
ball. If I had my way, Rainbow slo- 
pitch would be played all year round. 
I can’t wait each season as spring 
approaches. Even now, with deep snow 
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B&D 
EMPORIUM 


Clothing for bad 
boys and girls 


9652 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton 
780-428-LTHR 


426 8th Ave. S.E. 
Calgary 
403-265-7789 


OAd ‘18uUye9| *x9}e] “Ysa 
Fetish, latex, leather, PVC 


Magazines, pride supplies, boots and shoes 


still covering my yard, I could go have 
a catch if only Julie would join me. She 
won't, even if I did get her thirty-year- 
old glove re-strung this Christmas. She 
thinks it has to be 20°, with lots of 
green grass and long days, and that I’m 
just a little nutty about baseball. Alas, 
I have to wait until the first Wednesday 
in May. Maybe this year we’ll be able 
to afford lights and I can play right 
through until the end of October! 
This is our fifth season of Rainbow 
Slo-pitch. I always hope it will grow 
into a “league of its own,” but we don’t 
seem to get enough numbers to make it 
so. So every week, including this year, a 
bunch of people show up on Wednesday 
nights and I count them an, il, A, tl, A 
etc; everyone chooses their own posi- 
tion and we just have a whole lotta fun 


article continues on page 13... 
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Looking into Prism 


by Suzanne Dawson 


here couldn’t be a more appro- 
priate name for Edmonton’s 
newest lesbian bar, owned by 
Rae-ann Wood-Schatz and Cindy 
Goodwin. 
Originally from Calgary, the couple 
of seven years moved with their three 
sons to Edmonton when Rae-ann started 


Ly 


BAR & GRILL 


Cindy and Rae-ann asked for sugges- 
tions for a new name from their 
regulars and held a vote last summer. 
The name Prism was the big winner. 
The rebirth has involved not only new 
ownership, but a new location as of mid- 
November 2003 at 10524 - 101 Street, 
complete with pool tables, dance floor, 


‘Prism Gn.) A {yansparent ajass foym, veually with 
triangular ends, used Coy separating white 


light passed throvah it inte @ vainbow epecivum. 


a personal development company. Just 
over a year ago, after the old Secrets Bar 
and Grill began to go belly-up, Rae-ann 
and Cindy, who were investors in the bar, 
decided to step up and do what they 
could to salvage the business. Rae-ann 
says, “As I couldn’t work anything out 
with the previous owner around con- 
tinuing as Secrets, like a phoenix, | 
resurrected what I could and Prism was 
born.” And what is even more appropri- 
ate is that its customers named the bar. 


and a sexy blue-hazed bar area. Cindy, 
a former ranch foreman, manages the 
bar full-time, while Rae-ann continues 
to run both Prism and her personal 
development business, Personal Best 
Seminars. 

Running a bar is many lesbians’ 
dream job, but the industry does pose 
many challenges. According to Rae-ann, 
“Our biggest challenge has been creating 
an environment where people want to 
come and spend their time and money. 
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The move to the new location was a 
huge unanticipated hit in expenses. 
Rent has more than doubled, the kitchen 
needed work and money invested, and 
our resources were limited already. I 
had no idea what the overhead would 
be in this business. The naive part of me 
thought, well, the mark-up on alcohol 
is about 300%, how could you not 
make money at that? The truth is the 
bar has never really been out of the red, 
and the old saying that it takes money 
to make money is true.” 

Despite the costs, Cindy and Rae- 
ann have high hopes for Prism. “We 
want to provide more than just a place 
to come and drink, we want it to be a 
place where people can come and 
leave feeling happy and filled with fun, 
friends and laughter. We are trying to 
plan events and activities that will 
draw people when they are planning 
their evening or weekend.” 

One big draw will be Prism’s soon- 
to-open kitchen. “We wanted to create 
a situation where it isn’t a bar menu, it 
will be like a restaurant. If people of the 
community don’t want to go home and 
cook, they can get good food at decent 
prices and be somewhere where they 
can just be themselves. They don’t need 
to go to Earls or Joey Tomatoes, they 
can go to their restaurant. We hope that 
they may run into someone they know 
and stay and sing some songs if it’s 
Karaoke night, music sports, live bands, 
whatever we have going on.” Some of 
their planned feature items include 
grilled pepper pacific salmon salad, 
schezuan beef salad, pot stickers, dry 
ribs, wings, calamari, steak sandwiches, 
wraps, stir frys, and fish and chips. 

Another challenge facing Cindy and 
Rae-ann is working so closely with each 
other, as both life and business partners. 
“We have to try and separate the busi- 
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ness from our personal relationship. 
Iam a bit of a taskmaster and hold the 
bar pretty high. Cindy reminds me all 
the time that I need to treat her like I 
would a manager that was not my 
partner.” The couple also makes a 
point to spend time away from work as 
a family, and takes time for their boys, 
who are all heavily involved in hockey. 

Despite the infamous debate 
between the greatness of Calgary versus 
Edmonton, Rae-ann prefers to focus on 
the similarities between the gay com- 
munities in the two cities. “I had antici- 
pated and braced myself for some 
version of culture shock. In fact I was 
pleasantly surprised to discover that for 
the most part people are genuinely just 
people. The challenges that the com- 
munity has to deal with in Calgary are 
the same. Challenges that go with being 
part of acommunity that is not parallel 
to the average group. There are cliques 
that are constantly engaged in an ebb 
and flow. Are you in or out, where do 
you fit, how do you fit. The possibility 
that when a relationship ends, it impacts 
your other relationships due to your 
small network of influence.... [But] for 
the most part it is our humanity that 
binds us, regardless of our gender, our 
race, Our geography, our sexuality or 
the like.” 

However, even Calgarians are jealous 
of Edmonton’s Prism. When she goes 
back to Calgary, Rae-ann often hears 
from her friends there that they miss 
having a place to call their own. “They 
have often said we should open a Prism 
down there. They want a place, but for 
many they know it is a risky business, 
and hope someone will take the risk. 
We aren’t up for that challenge just yet!” 

Prism is open Monday through 
Saturday from 4 pm to 2 am.¥ 
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Lindy eating a giant veggie burger 


on Bondi Beach in Sydney 


hat would you do if you had 
La year off work? The decision 
was easy for me. I combined 
two of my favourite things—travel and 
gardening. The hard part was deciding 
where to go. Using a round-the-world 
air ticket, I traveled from January 13 
until December 25, 2002. I spent eight 
months in Europe, 10 days in Singapore, 
two months in Australia and seven weeks 
in New Zealand. 

Edmonton Public Library offers a 
four-for-five self-funded leave to employ- 
ees. It allowed me to spread out four 
years of salary over five years, the fifth 
being a year off work. Are you won- 
dering how I was able to afford such 
a long trip at 80% of my salary? 
WWOOEF is the answer. World-Wide 
Opportunities on Organic Farms is an 
international program of work in 
exchange for room and board. I had a 
wonderful time living with rural 
families—including gay and lesbian 
ones—in different parts of the world 
while learning heaps about organic 
practices. 

About half of my time was spent 
WWOOFing. [also traveled to natural 


Gardening Around the World 


by Lindy Pratch 


wonders, like the Giant’s Causeway in 
Northern Ireland, Uluru (Ayer’s Rock) 
in Australia and the fiordlands of New 
Zealand’s south island. I toured lots of 
famous gardens and art museums. I 
volunteered for two weeks at the Gay 
Games cultural festival in Sydney, 
which was a great way to meet gays 
and lesbians from everywhere and to 
see free shows as well. 

My sweetheart met up with me 
three times during the year, spending 
10 days in Barcelona, a week in Paris 
and six weeks in Australia. My mother 
met me in France and from there we 
went to Slovakia, where we stayed 
with relatives. 

In England, Sweden, Australia and 
New Zealand, I also met up with mem- 
bers of an email list, lesbiangardens, 
that I’ve been on for a long time. It was 
so nice to put faces to women I had 
known only through their words. Our 
shared interest in gardening was a 
starting point on which we built friend- 
ships. They were warm and generous 
without fail. Some put me up for a 
night or a week. I was given personal 
tours of local sights, especially the best 
gardens. A garden party held in my 
honour in Auckland gave me the oppor- 
tunity to meet a lovely group of list- 
members all at once. 

I love my job at the library but it was 
hard to come back to it after spending 
12 footloose months mostly outdoors. 
The best thing about returning home 
was reuniting with my sweetheart. 
Next time, we’ll WWOOF together. 
On April 20, we'll leave for a three- 
month trip to France, where we’ll be 
gardening side by side.¥ 
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Award-winning 


Black Crappie fish 


Wood Carving 
Fresh Water Fish 


by Jennifer Wheaton 


sually when friends visit our 

home for the first time, they 

seem somewhat dismayed over 
the glass display case in our main room 
that showcases my fish. There’s usually 
an opening comment to the effect of 
“interesting fish,” with an accompa- 
nying look of distaste. My response to 
this reaction, “they are carved out of 
wood,” usually eases the discomfort 
and ts followed by a good chuckle from 
everyone. I am very pleased to have my 
fish carvings mistaken as taxidermy. 
My goal as the artist is to make the fish 
appear as real as possible. 

My hobby started completely by acci- 
dent. About six years ago, my partner 
at the time gave me a set of hand carving 
tools and a book on carving fish as a 
birthday gift. I admit to being somewhat 
puzzled as to the oddity of the gift, but 
I remembered a story I had told her 
about always being in trouble with my 
mother as a youngster for carving var- 
ious art formations from the family bar 
of soap. I have always enjoyed fish, so 
the two interests seemed to be a good 
combination. 

I decided to purchase a piece of wood 
and set out to carve my first fish. It was 
a Blue-Gilled Sunfish. From the first 
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time my knife set into the basswood, 
I was hooked. Carving has definitely 
become a passion. When I carve, | 
become completely consumed. The 
whole day will pass and it will feel like 
just a matter of minutes, which is a 
good thing when the average fish takes 
me about a year to carve, paint and 
display. | am currently working on a 
Channel Catfish. Once complete, I 
may venture from fresh water fish into 
some tropical species. 

During my journey as a wood carver, 
I stumbled across a local wood carving 
organization, The Northern Alberta 
Wood Carver’s Association. This asso- 
ciation is very useful for wood carvers. 
I would encourage anyone who is inter- 
ested in carving to contact this associ- 
ation. A few words of warning: if you 
are interested in taking up this hobby, 
the average wood carver is usually over 
65 years (as it is a good retirement hobby) 
and carvers are most commonly male. 
My 60+ Aunt recently took up wood 
carving to meet single men. Not being 
one for stereotyping or exclusion based 
on dissimilarities, I have not hesitated to 
participate in the wood carving com- 
munity. If I am singled out for anything, 


article continues on page 16... 


) courtesy Jennifer Wheaton 
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hobbies 


Hobby Horse 


by Joan White Calf 


a t’s really hard sometimes to go out 
i in public and be with your most 
cherished one. As a horse, I’ve 
grown accustomed to the rude stares 
and ridicule that come my way when 
I’m seen with my same-species soul 
mate. It’ s not just about sex; even 
though that’s all people think about 
when they see horse-on-horse. We don’t 
even have sex all that often. 

What we mostly do is people-watch 
and, after a particularly fun day of 
watching the two-leggeds, we might 
continue our intimate foray to foreplay. 
So fucking what? We have some pretty 
good laughs about the similarities 
between horses and humans for sure. 
They seem to like a good chew and 
don’t like to be crowded. They will run 
like hell at the first sign of trouble and 
will kick the shit out of anything that 
stands between them and their spawn. 
They are trainable and will work like 
dogs if motivated by lack of pain. They 
don’t like wearing shoes, but will do it 
if it means being able to run away fast 
from trouble. They are approachable if 
conditions and chemistry are right. 
They like shelter from storms and really 


react to bad vibes. They love basking in 
the sun and doing a whole lot of 
nothing. Spring makes them very frisky 
and they will mate with any other if 
they’re ‘on’. They will tolerate being tied 
up but may break their tethers if overly 
excited. They will even jump fences. 
They shy away from the unknown and 
will do almost anything for sugar. 

The biggest difference from me and 
them is that they prefer to cover their 
hides with other hides and they like to 
go fast more often than I do, and they 
usually like to crap in private. That isn’t 
such a big difference, so I don’t know 
why there are so many of us in captivity. 
However, I’ve grown used to being 
owned by them and I am always glad 
when they save us a bit of grass to graze 
and aren’t too harsh on us when they’re 
pissed off. I just wish they would be a 
bit more tolerant of horsey love.¥ 
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A White Calf Origmal 


eptiles, the new fad of the year! 

| know that reptiles are very inter- 

sting and many people love to 

have new and interesting things, but please 
think twice before you buy a reptile. 

Reptiles are fascinating little creatures 
that people think are easy to take care of, 
but that is not really the case. However, if 
this is what you really want, please do the 
research. There are a few varieties that are 
common in pet stores, like Chameleons, 
Iguanas and a variety of Anoles. 

There are a few basic tips for owning a 
reptile. First, make sure their housing is big 
enough and properly equipped. Large 
enough housing allows you to have easy 
access to cleaning their cage. You should 
also ensure their home is a desert-like 
environment with rocks and dry tree 
branches. They are cold blooded, so they 
must have warmth and lots of it, usually 
provided by a heat lamp. PLEASE ensure 
that the heat lamp Is not directly in the cage. 


Community news 


playing and socializing. The “league” 
also, of course, goes to our local watering 
hole for beers after the game—a critical 
part of team building! 

Our players have run the gamut in 
skill levels. We have had your near 
Olympic athlete (like myself), all the 
way to the folks who have never played 
before, and everything in between. 
It has been my great pleasure to watch 
so many people improve and have a 
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's Just Around The Corner . . 


by Sam Nelson 


They will sit on or get too close to the 
bulb and burn themselves. 

Reptiles require a lot of water, but a 
dish is usually useless. They drink dew 
that drips off leaves so plants are very 
helpful, but must be sprayed with water 
daily. Reptiles will quickly get sick and die 
if enough water is not provided. Food 
sources are often mealworms or crickets. 
You can also catch flies and put them in 
their tank. They can eat up to ten fly-size 
meals per week. Never give them moths 
because the powder on the moth wings 
can choke them to death. On occasion, 
you can give them small amounts of 
ground-up hamburger or fruit, Out it must 
be ground up! 

If your reptile is too cold, doesn’t have 
enough water or food, or gets constipated 
from inappropriate food, the likelihood 
of it surviving can be slim. Take very good 
care of your reptile and remember that 
they need TLC too! Good luck to all future 
reptile owners! ¥ 


i th se BS 
. continued from page 7. 
great time! It can also just be a great 
way to meet new people and get some 
not-so-tough exercise. I have made some 
great friends and look forward to seeing 
everyone each summer. We'll be at it 
again this year—come one, come all. 
You'll be pleasantly surprised how much 
fun you can have being an “athlete” 
with a bunch of like-minded people 
even if you’re not athletic. As usual, 
call Tina for details at 423-9925.¥ 
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TAURUS Cpr2o—ma ) 

Taking yourself too seriously 1s not what 
awaits you this month. You'll be walking 
around saying to yourself and others, “Oh, 
well!” It's a pretty nonchalant time for you. 
It may annoy others but hey, whatever! 

GEMINI Gmayet—lur2|) 
You have a burning desire to do something 
out-of-the-ordinary. Maybe it’s the spring 
air, but don't even think twice about it. Just 
do it, as the outcome will amaze you! 

CANCER. Gunz2— ulz2) 
Chances are you're sae to pretty hard 
to track down this month. Is it a new love 
that’s keeping you so busy or other fun 
commitments? Either way, your voice mail 
will be getting quite the workout. 

LEO Cujzs—avoz2) 

As you tend to speak rather frankly, using 
your intuition in dealing with people you 
don’t know well will be your better option. 
Some people don't handle such directness 
well, and you may hurt someone more 
than you know. (And you don't like to hurt 
anyone!) 

VIRGO (quazs—sep22 
As you love to converse with ae this 
month you'll be Miss Chatty Cathy. You 
have many very special things to talk 
about, especially with all the new and 
wonderful things happening for you. 

LIBRA Gepz3—octz3) 
This month you'll have so many invites to 
so many different things. Whether it be 
solo or partnered, do not say no to any of 
them. Even though it may be something 
you normally wouldn't do, be adventurous 
and spontaneous. 


SCOP Coctat—noval) 

As you win women’s hearts at the drop of a 
dime with your wise words and thoughtful 
gestures, there's someone that is much too 
vulnerable for your charming ways at this 
time. Don’t pass up the opportunity to 
befriend her though, as this could be a 
lifetime friend. 

SAGITTARIUS Govz2—deca2]) 
You've triumphed over many hurdles in 
yout life so far. This bump in the road is not 
there for too much longer. Once you're on 
smooth pavement again, remember what 
you learned. There was 4 very good reason 
this ‘bump’ happened in the first place. 

CAPRICORN Cec2z2—ant) 
You're just too darn adorable for your own 
good this month! Your cute off-the-cuff 
comments will get the reactions you want. 
Even for those brief moments when you 
feel alone, just remember, people truly 
enjoy your company. 

AGUAS Ganzo—febla) 

The love bug syndrome is hitting you big 
time as you'll be having a crush on someone 
that will totally take you by surprise. By 
talking and spending lots of time with her, 
you'll be secretly thinking of her before 
you fall asleep at night...every night! 

Deces Ceba—may2e) 
Generally speaking, you're pretty frugal 
financially. This month, though, you'll be 
more apt to think of other things than 
whether your money is coming or going. 
Other important priorities will be taking 
up space in your thoughts. 


This is play month for you. Whatever it is that you 
desire, do it, as you have a real need to just cut loose. 


Next month you can come back to reality, even 
though life as you know it may be just a tad different. 


by Rainbow 


may2| — apy (4 
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Edmonton Vocal Minority is 
inviting applications from 
interested individuals for 
the position of General 
Manager. This will be a paid 
position that reports to the 
EVM Board of Directors. 


Primary duties include 

overseeing production and 
publicity for the choir. 

Reply in confidence’ to 

sing@evmchoir.com to request 

a detailed job description. 

Closing date for applications 

is 30.June 2004. EVM 


Douglas Design 


Lad 


Select Framing Inc. 


We can help: 


“When all you want to spend...is Edmonton Physical 


Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


more time at home” 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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Community news 


Request for Nominations for 2004 Edmonton Pride Awards 


he Edmonton Pride Awards 

| have been established to recog- 
nize specific individual or group 
contributions to the Lesbian/Gay/ 
Bisexual/Trans-identified/Queer com- 


munity. Awards are presented annually 
in the following categories: 


The Maureen Irwin Award 

To an individual lesbian woman 
for long-term contribution to the 
LGBTQ community at large. 


The Michael Phair Award 
To an individual gay man for 
long-term contribution to the 
LGBTQ community at large. 


The Sheryl Mcinnis Award 
To an individual who, through 
scholarship, teaching, and/or 


academic pursuit has enriched the 
LGBTQ community. 


The Larry Sand Award 
To a business that has solidly 
supported the LGBTQ community. 


New Bisexual Award 

To an individual bisexual man or 
woman for long-term contribution 
to the LGBTQ community at large. 
Award will be named after its 

first recipient. 


New TS/TG Award 

To an individual trans-identified 
person for long-term contribution 
to the LGBTQ community at 
large. Award will be named after 
its first recipient. 


Pride Certificates 
To recognize individuals, groups, 
or particular events in the 


LGBTQ community. 


To nominate a person or group, please 
provide a short bio of the nominee, the 
reasons you think they deserve the award, 
and any pertinent contact information. 
Send nominations to: 


Edmonton Pride Week Society 
PO. Box 35032, 
11229 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, AB TSK OLO 
E-mail: info@prideedmonton.org 


Deadline for Nominations: 
Friday, May 21 


hobbies 


Wood Carving... continued from page 11. 


it is more often for being a fish carver 
than for my age or sex. The most com- 
mon animals carved from wood are 
birds. 

I have, in the past, entered my fish in 
the Northern Alberta Wood Carver’s 
Association Show. I have had the good 
fortune of placing first in the Novice - 
In the Round category, as well as placing 
first in the Novice Division with the 
Black Crappie (shown in the picture on 
page 11). Last year, my Rainbow Trout 
captured first place in the Intermediate - 
Fish category. Unfortunately, due to some 
extra time commitments, and the added 
complexity of the carving, my Channel 
Catfish likely will not be ready for this 
year’s show. This year’s show is April 12 
and 13 at Westmount Junior High 
School, 11125 - 131 Street (free admis- 
sion). For me, carving really is about the 
joy of the hobby and not about the 
competition. After all, there is always 
next year.¥ 
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@ REMK 


Real Estate 
Independently Owned and Operated 


Deanna Vath. a.a. 


Agent 


Bus: (780) 488-4000 


#100 - 10510 - 121 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1L4 

Fax: (780) 426-5700 

Toll Free: 1-800-275-8191 

Email: deanna@edmontonproperties.com 


vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women's Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
T: 604.254.2543 


Toll Free: 1.888.WYM. WARE 
www.womynsware.com 


MgwyyeWare! 
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WOMONSPACE 
ANNUAL 

GOLF 
TOURNEY 


Mark your calendars now! You don’t 
want to miss this weekend of fun, 
camping and golfing! You don't 
have to be a pro, just ready for 

a2 ood time. 


Camping: July 15 to 18 
Cost: TBA 


Anyone who would like to help 
organize the tournament, please 
send an email to Jaimie at 
ticlem@telus.net 


Country 9 Golf Course, Bashaw, AB 


SATURDAY, JULY 17 


GONQUIN TRAVEL 


Eaton Centre 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne @algonquintravel.com 
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Dear Sam, 

I am having trouble with my in-laws. 
It is bad enough living in the same 
area as them, let alone having them in 
our home all the time. They are nice 
enough, but my girlfriend and I never 
get any privacy, and it seems that most 
of her family can’t make decisions 


without her input. Suggestions please! 
—Signed, One Too Many 


Dear One Too Many, 

Family can be a wonderful thing, can’t 
they? Have you ever tried sitting down 
with your girlfriend and letting her 
know how you feel? Communication is 
usually the best road to take. Perhaps 
she is feeling the same way, but she 
doesn’t know how to tell them. People 
are not mind readers; you need to let 
them know how you are feeling. You 
may be surprised at the response. She 
may need to be supported when talking 
to her family because it sounds like she 
is the caregiver in the family. Another 
idea is to create a night of the week just 
for family. That way they get what they 
need and you get what you need. 
Perhaps you can start a traditional 
Sunday night dinner with a family pot 
luck and spend the evening chatting 
about issues. Good luck. 


by Sam Nelson 


Dear Sam, 
I have just recently moved to 
Edmonton and am having a hard time 
meeting people. Any ideas? 

—Signed, The New Giri 
Dear New Girl, 
You found me, didn’t ya, so you must 
have had the chance to read the 
womonspace magazine! There are 
dances put on by Womonspace that 
are a great place to meet people. The 
volunteers are very friendly! You can 
pop on the internet or at the back of 
this magazine and look up groups in 
the city. Also, look at other local news 
papers, such as See magazine. Or—my 
favorite suggestion—find a hobby and 
then go participate. You will at least 
find people who enjoy doing the same 
things as you! Good luck! 


If you have questions, please 


submit them to Woman to Woman 


at womonspace@hotmail.com 


womonspace april 2004 


resource directory 


arts 


Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 7 pM 
at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 


479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 


Women's Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 pM. Call 
Debra at 436-8415. 


athletics 
Curling with Pride Fridays 9 pm at Shamrock 


Curling Club until April. Spares welcome. 
No previous experience required. Call 
Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net 


Lacrosse League Ladies drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness Centre’s 
big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Beginners are wel- 
come! Please join us for fun and fitness! Call 
Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 


Making Waves Swim (lu) Mondays 8:30 pM and 


Thursdays 7:30 pM at NAIT Swimming Pool. 
Call Jan at 454-9987 or makingwaves_edm@ 
yahoo.com 


Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking for 
new members. We bowl for fun! Saturdays 


5-7 PM at Gateway Lanes until April. 
Contact Joy or Kelsi at 922-4302. 


churches 


Affirm United A support group for members of 


the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voicemail). 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian church. 


Sundays at 7 PM at Garneau United Place, 
11148-84 Ave. Call 474-0753. 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
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List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or womonspace@hotmail.com 


Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@lcna.org 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 


sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming United 
Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740-19 Ave. 
Call the church office at 435-2028 or Debbie 
at 987-4974. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 


of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


focus groups 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues in 
relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca 
or kris. wells@shaw.ca 
hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Organic 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St; Prism: 10524- 
101 St; The Roost: 10345-104 St 

leisure groups 


Breakfast (lub Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Robin at 418-1609 before evening of 
the Friday before to ensure your reservation. 


Edmonton Women Social activity group meets 
monthly. Call Tracy at 619-9723. 


Inside/OUT A new network and social organi- 
zation for LGBTQ faculty, graduate students 
academic, and support staff of the UofA. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 


OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 


www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 


The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 
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resource directory 


radio 
Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 


interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 


CJSR 88.5 FM. 
support services 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 


Bisexual Support Group Last Wednesday of the 
month, 7:30 pM. Contact bipride@telus.net 


Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the third Monday 


of the month at a bi-friendly location. Contact 
bweoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill at 
422-6207. 


GLE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
9912-106 St. Call 488-3234 or info@glcce.org 


WOM 0D 


classifieds 


Classified ad deadline is 5 pm on April yoth. Three lines max. Free to m 


accommodations 
Shared accommodation. $350/month plus 
1/3 utilities. Call Sherri at 475-1502. 


Looking for roommate to share condo/ 
townhouse in Claireview. Clean, non-smoker, 
no pets please. Rent $450.00, includes utili- 
ties. Please call 920-7958 for more info. 


Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. Open 
year round with cabins, hiking, x-country 
skiing, skating and more. Call Geri 586-0002. 


Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 
Nova Scotia Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15—Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


opportunities 

Should you pay more to rent than to own? 
No down payment required. For more 
information, phone Sylvia MacKinnon at 
459-2000. 


bee: GES 
embers, $5 to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


... continued 


(ARE Interfaith Center for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education. Call Mickey Wilson at 448- 
1768 or icare@oanet.com 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 


friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month 7:30 pm. Call Lynne at 462-5958 or 
pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Transgender/Transsexual Support Last Tuesday of the 
month 7:30 PM. Call 488-3234. 


Yours, Mine, Ours 6 Us Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 
at 426-6311. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 
7-9 PM, email yuyedm@hotmail.com 


For Sale: Extra lean ground beef and bulk 
beef from certified organic farm. Call (780) 
764-2319 or email blumkad@telusplanet.net 
for details. 


Seeking Participants: Imagine a safe school 
for GLBT Youth. Out Is In is a project aimed 
at confronting homophobia in, and out of, 
school. We are looking for youth partici- 
pants (under age 25) for an interactive 
display for Pride Week 2004. E-mail Kristy 
at outisin@ualberta.ca or call Andre at 
492-0767. 

We’re looking for people to work with who 
want to make extra income part-time. Call 
1-913-385-6376 for a 3 minute overview, 
then 465-7468 for more details. 


personals 

Do you want to meet friends or even your 
true love? Send your personal ad, including 
e-mail address, to womonspace@hotmail.com. 
And invite us to the wedding! 


womonspace april 2004 


- Barrister © Solicitor 


950 Cane Western Bank Place 
— 10303 Jasper Avenue 

~ Tidinonton, Alberta TJ 3No 

| _ (080) 449-4417 


TS ae ee ee 


membership form ; 
( eoinlorniauy Assured) 


, Name(s) 
Address 
City Postal Code __- 
Phone E-mail 

12 month membership fee: 

$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


ee eee 


¢ “ New Member (4 Renewal I Associate r 
é Q I would like to be a volunteer © 
y 4 Please mail my newsletter to my home Total Rnclosed: 
# 4 I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events § 
i 
i 


QO I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 


g 
q 
g 
g 
H 
g 
E 
g 
Q 
HM 
g 
q 
q 
2 
H 
g 
i 
4 
1 
i 
H 
g 
P O I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 
4 


a a a ee Ld 
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OUR MEMBERSHIP RATES: 
Monthly - $6.00 
6 Months - $20 
Yearly - $30 
3 : Platinum - $100 (1 year of free cover anytime 
8 the : except New Years Eve and our Aids Benefit) 
0 0 i] 


DOOR CHARGES: 
After the Sunday - $2.00 (except Platinum Members) 


einer poh iff Members - Before 10 pm - Free 
dance, the Roost After 10 pm (weekdays) - $1.00 
Is offering free After 10 pm (weekends) - $4.00 
cover te anyone 
who submits a | ~ Non-Members - Before 10 pm - $2.00 


ticket stub to the After 10 pm (weekdays) - $4.00 
door staff. After 10 pm (weekends) - $6.00 


(Although there is free cover until 


3 am, you must stil be a member 10345 : 104 (treet 


or be signed in by a member.) 


omonspace babe auctio 
Be vance 


saturday.april.17 
9 pm to 71.AM 


_.. featuring Tr (ler Trash Barbie, Las Vegas Showgirl, Cruise 
Ship Starlite, and a surprise Babe! 


ction—boring your, loonies because the last 
loonie wins! Auction starts at 10 jom. 
Hall, 10970 - 127 Street 


(with card), $10/non-members 
482-1794 to volunteer. 


